
She last issue in March.: ai<£^ rates* : 

Also noteworthy for containing ^mtu^ on hobby affairs, as well 

as the foiio^ing.^, C'Vra^ .. "... 

New Houserulea t These are enS£oa|| Other interested traders 

may have tnem for the asJdK«;'JlumfaS.|^ tt^jpreyioue edition are few, 
mostly minor wording ehsh^ee^m^ - ^-previous meaning or clarify 

it. Note* however, the Smr ?Q*4flf* :> to sections 6 and 8. 

Now, hang on, here we |o.#.'.v : '.' V^/^^" 'i/ox'a . .''i-. 

She organisational sidtf <tf <1^%2ifi^^^» is in a mesa* It's time to 
do something about it, ' ^ " iTT^-J 5 ^?^ ^T^^l' - ^i- ^ : 

She basic duties of the MllwMjJ^^ as follows: 

(1) to assign filler Numtfci^Ji^^ as they begin; 

^ (2> to • |>erlodldalJ/^ll%i^^%!^f^ T^^iwstan*- -equivalent of 

.*VEftYSHItfa. # . for regular gscaee)^ Sgpnjfofo jng, J4£o»ation on gaaeatarts and 
statistics on completed variant, '&S&^\^T ' \ ' 

Robert Sacks is the noBfi&ajt §tt!p£^ On Jan. 1, 197£, 

Robert handed those duties over W.^'^^ he appointed as 

Aoting Miller Number Custodian. RQW^ ma)ie4 to devote his tine to variant 
projects which he considered nwre '^^ Number Recategor- 

ieation (more about that . late*} i te ^tr*>i T - i 

Michael Snolin proved unaWe^ £6 SraJJ^ Jobt for whatever reasons. In 
spite of numeruus requests, he did, nBt^ffet. around to assigning ma until 
Aug, 2&, eight months after telci^^offiCe|' he still has not gotten around 
to publish an issue of X0KD OP HOOTS, 15 months after his appointment; he is 
3£ months in arrears on assigning ■ : fcK0tevifi$fybQ$<$Q. at least one variant 
,5-player madman in R0NBS!KUf B) , a^ take as much as five 

ainutes if he dawdled. „ : * * , 

However, the fact til^Wiohael Smolin*s inadequacy is not the real issue 
lere. She real issue is Robert Sacks' abdication of his responsibility to 
versee the activities of his appointee. If Robert Sacks' appointee is ton 
■adequate, Robert should have renoved the appointment and either taken back 
;he functions himself (which are, after ell, the basic responsibilities of 
is office) or bestowed them on a competent person. 

It is my feeling, however, that Robert in fact does not view these 
asie responsibilities as very important and that he is wrapped up in his 
political" activities in the variant hobby (in which his empty title of 
iller Number Custodian is a valuable aid). 
^ It is therefore my conclusion* that Robert Sacks should resign his post 
. filler dumber Custodian. 

She next question is who is to replace Robert. ^ answer, which may 
rove surprising to some, is; no one. 

So explain this, it is necessary to talk about Miller Number Categorlaa- 
ton. 
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The current filler dumber systen is cisabersone and inadequate. A number 
such as, for example, 1977AChf, is composed jaf two parts „ hike the Boardsaan 
Humbers, f, 1977AC n denotes the 29th variant to/.begin in 1977; "hf" indicates 
that Triumvirate is the variant being played .isKowever, that last fact is 
not apparent unless one possesses a list of all- variant designators, which 
have been simply assigned chronologically over the years* 1977AChf, then, 
conveys little information to the average observer, even a strong variants 
fan. 

Miller Number recategorization has been attempted various times over 
the years, with frustrating results. What is needed is a system which will 
convey, simply but completely./ iitform&tj^^ variant is being . ^ 

clayed. In my view, this is impossible, and all "the various attempts a* re*- 
categorization over the years have been so much wasted effort* This applies 
to Robert Sacks 1 current project aa weli^ Jfe^should, be abandoned* ^ 

The way X see out of the moras* is '-a stwle one*: and has the effect of? 
also tying the variant hobby mora i^freju* ; tp- 'tfW::wiStt5tar hobby and giving 
it some of the respectability which it deserves but has often lacked due to 
the attitudes of some of the figures prominent in the variant branch. It is 

Variant games should be assigned numbers by the Boardman Number Custo- 
dian (a slight increase in workload, but not much; only 30-some variant be- 
gan in 1976, for example*) They should be assigned Boardman lumbers in regu- 
lar se.fcies Mi*^ jugular games* A variant game t s Boardman dumber should be 
followed by a lower case M v n to indicate that it ifi a variant. Any further 
infojcmation on the specific variant being played could be conveyed by the 
simple practice of using the na me of the variant — a practice which seems 
highly radical in this computerized j^ i thena;tics--dominated world. 

for example, a series of assigned Boardman ^umbers could be: 1979H f , 
19791, 1979JV (fiesta Itoori*a), Wm t 19791, 1979Kv (Jihad!), 1979N**. 

Similarly, variant ganestarts and variant game completions would be re- 
ported in EVERYTHING in the usual sequence with regular games* 

The only flaw I see in this proposal is, as I have said, the elicit in- 
crease in the workload of the Boardman ffumber Custodian. I feel th&t this 
would be a small price to pay for a rational variant numbering system, and 
for respectability in the variant hobby at last. 

This is a serious proposal which deserves to be taken seriously. 1 would 
appreciate comment from interested people, particularly from Dennis Agosta 
(Boardman Number Custodian), Robert Sacks and Michael Smolin (of course), 
and people active in the variant field. I. say, why not do it? 

KELSOJraOUia)TAKETHESETHIHGSfOOSEiaOUS 

Strange. The moment this game { filled , requests started to pour in. So, a fe; 
people will have to be disappointed. Here's the lineup: 

Iterator . Winter 234 A*P, t (country choiOes random) 

African Commanders Arthur £owe# J. Villa Gavaz, Via Praloran 138, 

Liniana, Bellino 32100, Italy. m 

Danude Commander: Victor kelucci, 773 Concourse Village Sast, Bronx, NX 
10451, USA 

Emperors Steve Payne, 10 Bash St., Monterey, CA 93940, USA 

Rhine Cemmander; Robert Paquin, 8885 ifesurlac, St-Leonard, P.Q., Canada 

H1P 2N4 ■ ' ^ 

Syrian Commander: Dan kcLellan, c/o Expert Tool, 11617 147th St., Edmonton* 

Alta. » Canada T5M 1*3 

The game will run on 6-week deadlines, under the "prophetic" system (see 
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^ the Jwmeerulea) tat 

^ 6 imim&m&f* 

Tb* toring 255 

Advice to players* careful 
gsne widod aJx^tSoly due ^ 

*ap correctional Cisalpine 
Is called "FretisP'i fteHJa; ' 
headland. i«e.» one oaanot 

Oo o*er Kiaiti ^en.^< * * 

Steve PttfxiQ dots no eaawSr fo- 
rest, If^^SSaW f* ^ " 
me money, Artf 
lal Bank of Commerce, ? 

Queaa that covers it/ Have 'foul 

BXXSAISPXXQSSAN^^ " 



Deadlines 
uegotl 





cones of Jr 
Aiolian Sea 
b get o 

??* ft! 



is Canadian Imper- 
t39. 





)UHKEQBSSARm)R 

a currently available in RDHESTGNE, For 
#mwU nC8&el^#aBaa3gln* Lowe? 1-3 spots. 



On to the games.... ; 

Once again, a French-English draw io called for; please vote with your next 



■lit. 



9 Stif f whw» 



Austria (Blair Gi&pck); a^fraMPWf^^ 

Tfagland (Ban uoieHan) s a war-okr, s by a nos; a lva-v/ar; a Kie h; f nth h; 



« y a ; de*r0te t a ^fM*^WM ^/jfrtorO^fcrrf net 

France (David Head;: f bel at f mar-lyoj a mun-boh, s by a ail; 

a bur-sun; pjte~Tffl» 8 ,toT ft tffi (latter ann); £J&E&S8t 
£ tyr-nap, MMj&'yKqticrjt) sttv+btss ? ■• , ■; 

Italy (Eric fiobergaj* ^CMll&tto % ilf^'fMy to eaa); l ion-?reg 
a van h, s by f adr; r £jttfi£gft> ; ; - . C; i 

Russia (Bob ifoxraa&d): a eev h« *&xtf * , . 

Turkey (John Lipscomb): f con-aeg. 



Centres: Austria* vie r £b^^ Build 2. 

England: home, n^^mfeY den, itie, stp* noe* war ITO) No change, 
*"ranooa home* spa, pos 9 UqX^ imm^ tm t mq, njm (12) 

Italy: 



Kussia: aev (1) Ho oiiattfle^ :c t ^r ^ 
furkeya r con (t): % change + 

xiot 

She Italian removal, though ^wilOy^rai^t forward 9 looks obvious enough 
to call for Winter/Spring ordersr if you want separation* just ask. (Hot 
£2ft v Pierre!) Ihe deadline la Ho^. April 23^ Bbn't forget to vote! 



Vienna: I shall not rest until Italy is annihilated 4 

r-- --r- ,-jr: j.. ....... - 



Variant standfcys: ' Gemignani» Wisher, BaiUie*, Payne, Cartier*, Lowe, LaFosse f 

Paquin, MoLellan* 
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y«ittoe (Hugh vaiffii : 4£ 

. .^f :gA8 aH &i^ t ft 8 

Germany (StevrHutoton, 

Italy (SaveT^ 

f tua-lyo, s 





Russia (Doug 




gets a, : nice tazv; 



Bob Bawtinhiaer dropping out? Top* it 
signed; Bob Siaher will play fWiBHyf 




Alladdresse3 are in 231. Pall orders are due 



Lea, Also. Steve Hueston lias ra~ 
^ tho laet of the o^i^iiialn 



i aid to nfit, iri» eig, 



Retreat e: Prenoh f 2yd pie* .^ai«*ss*# 
por, naf or aisband. 

attacks i7ith the aid of our red fatherland* Workers, of the world unite! 



E^SSIBI^RaEKmiS^ 

Bgidl, Setting 10QA8 SSUSKAIi OJafSHBS MfiSBEIi* AS fflsRMAff 

Share's a new call for a concession ^^irtsAd* team* please rote with 
your Pall orde**, :-\ ■■• - . ^ - ;: ; ' ; ":'/.;. ' ' 




Austria (madnan): , 
England (Ean ftflfel 

Prance ( Bob dawtfnhlner 




caaa (ns6> 



(nso) | 
s Rue a 




a bel, a ore, a ma* j, f tipae*, f lyo & f wes 
all hold unordered, . _ _ 

Italy (Eric Roberge): f ion-tun, s by f tyr; a, pie-mar: a .TOtflfrtik 
Russia (Hugh Polley)* a f'r" gQttg *° * csax) M riannjt- 

a ber-kie, a by * bal. w 
Turkey (Soug Hayward) : f sny-^g^ % serwtri^ s tor a bttdf a oon-bul; 
f sev-run, s by f bia$ a mos a Cfei> a r war~lva InsoJ , 



Retreats: aeman f kie to hel» den or disband^ Gerriaw f nwy to nrg, bar or 
disband; Italian a t£i to ven, Hyr*' vi« i-' ote disband. 

The responsibility for finding a new *re*^ -player (if ojoie is indeed needed) 
falls on the Ontario team, Maq^ Anr.> 16 itf -fee deadline, 

AS!PHEBAmEAH:DT^^ 

Regular Standbys: Workman, Bartman, Paojuln, Cusack, Oenigaani, Baillie, 

Carroll, tfunsar, Karnes, Roberge, Lipsconb*, ttorgan, 
Kelly, Acheaon, lioiellan, Walk** Hornand, 



^ Game 1978Bfk „ iftnter 637 ; The Visigoths loan Kassilia to the Franks and 
CaU, Hip and Tin to the Byzantines. 

The Arabs built # Alx(sc) and A Ifej; She Barbarians stood pat; the Byz - 
antines built A Con, I* Rho and A Cae; the Pranks built F Aiac; the Ostrogoth-, 
built A Rom; the Persians built A Ecb, A iils and A Hor; the Visigoths haw. 
a buctfl, as X neglected 1p credit then with Val; they build F HCa. 

"Spring orders fall due ftondaV* April 30 * 

a rules question from -Steve Horr ^a; According to ay nap, Dalmatia and Boh,.: .. 
la do not border « Barbarians attempted to move A Dalmatia-Boheaia and you 
failed it because no such unit* If there had been a unit there , would the 
order have failed because impossible » or is my map wrong? ((Your map is 
right* The Barbarian error was in niswrlting "jDalmatia" for "Pannonia" a ) ) 

Somewhere in the Korfo ; She scribe was nearly unrecognizable , covered ulth 
blood and gore* The barbarian leader slammed hin up against the wall one 
more tine, just to check to see if he was still remembering his lessons. 
"How do you spell Dalmatia? ! n 

"P-A-JHH-if-N-I-A! " - screamed the scribe. 

"I can't hear you!" 

The scribe screamed the letters louder* 

"Do you think they can hear you there?" roared the barbarian leader* 
The other shook his head in despair* 

"Well," demanded the leader, "yell again, until they hear you," 
a In the background game the shill (sic again) scream: "Somebody around 
here can't spell Pannonia!" 

Me cc a: Province after province recognises the virtues of Islam. What other 
religion lets you slaughter people and then sends you to Heaven with all 
sorts of sexy women? Beats the Hell out of playing a harp, doesn't it? 

» ■ 

Arabs to Ostrogoths : Look, Trevor, there's no easy pieces here, so why 
bother me? You don't really want Arab hordes rushing out of the Safeara, so 
why get me mad at you? Retreat to Cyrene like a cunning strategist and 
JJOB'X BUG j*J2. (Aside: sometliaes politeness doesn't pay.) 

Herat to ^ecca : If you will turn over Basra, Baghdad and Mosul to our holy 
atiml n 1 strator s , we being a reasonable people will sign a peace treaty and 
cease all action against our brave neighbour. 

HAVBT0 BET A K MOTSIIBYTH£CHAPIN CaURGEBlTIPQRHEAV^ S SAK^UX3KTBKAf RAIIX) PSXDI^ GOHAKI) A 
New Blood : Bob Albrecht, #14, 1520 23rd Ave. N, lathbridge, Alta* I12f 4X9 

Back Issues : A couple of people asked about these* I have copies of most 
issues going back to #133 (Sept* 7, 1976) and will soon junk about half of 
these, so if you want any, speak now. X have no idea what a complete set 
would cost, but the total page could is about 650, which would run $6*50 fox* 
a start; I won't even try to estimate postage, Francois, I'm sure you'll 
appreciate that I just don't have the time to comb through them for article a. 
^ All or none, ar some, from a given number on 0 Pair enough? 

Damn! After two weeks of spring-nice weather, it snowed again**** And of 
course X forgot to plug my car in, so the old battery won't turn it over,.,. 
And X feel my sinuses coning on again.**. And I had too many late nights 
on the weekend*. «• I'm in a great mood..*. CHIIfiOl 



c;> Broadview Rd„ b*i 
0 " r,ada T2H 3H8 

?r:iated Uatter 

Y vr subscription: 
Ton abonaeuenx: mmmmm 
Renew? 
Rgabonner? — 
Standby? 
Page - 
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